Newsletter May 2010.

International Women’s Day (IWD) at the Gergson 2010

The first thing to report is the massive success of our IWD celebrations.

· Prior to the day itself WAGs held themed art exhibitions in the Gregson, The Dukes and the Whaletail   These were well attended, some exhibits were sold and new work commissioned.   This is a great boost for local women artists. WAGs would like to thank Graeme for his support during the exhibition at the Gregson.

· During the day in the main hall, information stalls were held, these covered a wide range of diverse topics ranging from breast cancer awareness to bead work.   From 11.30 onwards the hall was buzzing and between mid day and two o'clock female performers entertained visitors to the hall with music, singing and dancing.   The information day finished at 4pm then we rushed round like maniacs preparing for the evening event, the RUBBISH FASHION SHOW which was due to start at 8.30pm.  

· WAGs would like to thank Tony, Andy and Graham once again for their invaluable help in setting up the catwalk and helping with the music and lighting.

· The fashion show was an outstanding success.   The creativity which went into the making of the designs, the panache and delivery by the models, the music, and the real buzz was greeted ecstatically by the audience of fashionistas in attendance.   The event was truly cross generational and community led.  Quite frankly, this could only have happened at the Gregson.   WAGs sincerely thank the Directrice Carole Hunt (always calm when under pressure) without whom this event would never have happened.

· To end the evening WAGs had a social event with dancing and disco.

The second thing to report on is the aftermath.

WAGs decided that due to the strains and stresses of putting on such a wide ranging event, any future events must be of a smaller scale.  WAGs  have provisionally booked the Hall at the Gregson for Saturday 5th March and Tuesday 8th March.    Unless more women can be persuaded to take responsibility for organising, celebrations for 2011 must be curtailed.   WAGs also decided that the regular Sunday meetings should not be concerned with organising events but should be purely focussed on women's issues in general and enjoying each others company.  The core group /events organisers would then meet separately.

The Fish + Chips +Yorkshire Caviar social held on the 29th April was a grand success and WAGs resolved to hold more food'n'social activities – thanks to Al the chef.

WAGs have noted the Reclaim the Night rally to be held in London on Saturday 27th November. We do intend to be there and more details will be sent out later in the year.

WAGS send all good wishes to Rose and wish her a speedy recovery from her recent major operation.

DONM Sunday 13th June. 

