WAGS MEET EVERY SECOND SUNDAY IN THE MONTH.
WAG MINUTES - 13TH DECEMBER 2009

Present: Cec, Joyce, Cal, Julie, Rose, Carole

Apologies: Sharon, Mel, Sam, Sally, Penny

1. Matters Arising
Fundraiser on 13.02.10 - Cec has offered to do a disco and Mr & Mrs/Ms &Ms/Mr & Mr. There was some discussion about whether the planned cabaret would be suitable and it was generally felt that Cec's do would be more appropriate. The hall has been booked for this date so it was agreed that we go ahead with Cec's plan and Cal will contact Sue to let her know this.

Still to do - Rose has contacted LDWA and the Whaletail Cafe who have agreed to the women's breakfast and are still OK about the art exhibition (Women and Food), but still needs to contact:

Polish Centre

Hindu Society/Harsha

As yet, Rose has been unable to contact The Dukes re the date of Lucy Porter's performance.

As Sally could not attend this meeting we don't know whether she has been able to contact anyone on her list.

Publicity - The group thanked Cec and Rose for the Diversity Radio interview which went well and gave us some good publicity.

WAGs have a page on the Greggie website. However, it doesn't state that we meet the second Sunday of every month and has an old date. Cal will sort updating this.

2. Finance
Rose presented a financial statement to the group.

Lancashire County Council have awarded us £250.00 which will be paid into our bank account. This money is specifically to fund the Rubbish Fashion Show on 6th March.

Community Grants have awarded us £280.00 towards the Information Day on 6th March. However, they will not pay this directly to us - we either have to pay up front and provide receipts or get people to submit invoices which we then give to Community Grants to pay.

Sally's curry night raised £87.00. Many thanks to Sally who provided a wonderful selection of curries, catering to everyone's tastes, and made us all feel very welcome. Thank you also to all those that supported this fundraiser.

Rose will research other possible funders but is not hopeful given the timescale or our planned events. Currently, there are no funds to run taster sessions/workshops, so these will not take place. While we have funds for the Information Day, there is no money for publicity. Although funding for the Rubbish Fashion Show is secure, we do not have funding to run the 3 workshops leading up to this. Rose suggested that we try to keep costs to a minimum and charge £2.00 per workshop to cover room hire.

Katherine is organising a quiz for WAG on 15th January which will, hopefully, raise enough funds to cover publicity and other bits and pieces that we need.

Cec will organise some cryptic quiz sheets which we can sell for £1 each as a further way of raising some money. Sam will print these for us. Cal agreed for her address to be used for the return of completed sheets.

3. WAG Logo
We have discussed in the past the need to have our own logo so Rose circulated some examples. Joyce felt that we needed something more radical but the group felt that, as we are not a radical group and do not wish to exclude any women, this would not be appropriate at present.

The group chose an image which will be used in future WAG publicity.

4. Making Links
Joyce has been in touch with Lancaster University regarding making links with the Women's Group, Feminist Society and Diversity Officer to see whether they would like to work with us. She was unable to make direct contact but will try again in January. Cal has an email address for the Feminist Society which she will forward to Joyce.

5. Art Exhibitions
Some changes need to be made to the submissions form, the closing date needs to be extended to 7th February and a poster needs to be done - Rose to sort.

Carole and Rose will distribute posters on Thursday.

Cec will publicise this on Diversity Radio, Rose will email poster to Cal to get uploaded to website and Cal will email to Virtual Lancaster.

6. AOB
Joyce wanted more information on what WAG stands for/does. This is all set out in our constitution.

A member of the Gregson committee has suggested that all WAGs be encouraged to become Gregson members. We agreed to invite the committee member to a WAG meeting and this topic would then be discussed further.

Graham has offered the upstairs room free of charge but with a donation for heating. However, as the heating wasn't on tonight, the room was far too cold to use.

Information Day - Penny and Mel have sorted women's health information. Hubble Bubble have not yet confirmed, Julie Russell (herbalist) wants a stall, and Cec will sort free head massages. For anyone selling anything we will charge £10 to £15 per stall. For anyone not selling and for voluntary organisations/charities, stalls will be free of charge. Women's Asylum Centre in Leeds will send leaflets and information.

Katherine's quiz night - Cal to sort a working PA. We also need to organise raffle prizes and quiz prizes. We also need to make sure that Graham puts out tables and chairs on the night.

Cal gave the group information about women artists at the Walker, Liverpool.

Joyce brought to the attention of the group that 2 Irisih and 1 Lithuanian women were taking the Irish State to Strasbourg under the Human Rights Act regarding the illegality of abortion in Ireland. Joyce will provide a web link for inclusion in the next minutes.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Date of Next Meeting: Sunday, 9th January 2010
